Project Unify
Project Unify is a strategy developed by Special Olympics to bring together youth
with and without intellectual disabilities through a range of sports and awareness
raising activities. The aim of the programme is to encourage the routine acceptance
and inclusion of young people with intellectual disabilities, to challenge negative
attitudes towards them and to develop confidence, advocacy and leadership skills
amongst young people who take part in the programme. Originally conceived as a
school based programme and implemented in the USA over the past five years, the
expansion of the programme into Europe and India will see it move beyond school
based activities to also include SO programmes and sports clubs as it’s base, whilst
continuing to work closely with schools.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Special Olympics Project UNIFY® is built upon the premise that in order to have the greatest impact the change process needs to start with young people. Project UNIFY brings youth with and without intellectual disabilities together through education and sports and related initiatives that provide them with the knowledge, attitudes and skills necessary to create and sustain school communities that promote the acceptance, respect and human dignity for all students. Project UNIFY is made up of three main components:
1)	Inclusive Sports and Fitness - provides students with and without intellectual disabilities opportunities to participate in sports activities alongside one another and which we have found to be among the most conducive activity for breaking down stereotypes (e.g. Unified Sports®, unified physical education and intramurals, inclusive Young Athletes®).
2)	Youth Leadership & Advocacy – provides students with and without intellectual disabilities opportunities to take on leadership roles in promoting Project UNIFY activities in the school and in the community (e.g. Partners Clubs, Youth Activation Committees, Youth Summits).
3)	Whole School Engagement – provides opportunities for all students in the school to participate in Project UNIFY through school-wide activities (e.g. R-word campaign, Fans In the Stands, Youth/Pep Rallies, Pledge and Plunge).
In Europe,4 countries were part of Project UNIFY pilot program that was done very succsesfully.One of them was Serbia,where 11 Sports Clubs (SK ,,Morava“-Čačak,SK ,,Mladost“-Pirot,SK ,,Arena“-Leskovac,SK ,,Kliker“-Pančevo,SK ,,Palestra“-Krusevac,SK ,,Sportsko Srce“-Jabuka,SK ,,Pčelice“-Kragujevac,SK ,,Šampion“-Niš,SK ,,Bubamare“-Leskovac,SK ,,Singidunum“-Beograd,SK ,,Hendi Sport“-Zrenjanin) together with Special Olympics Serbia took part in greater engagement of  youth community  and  increased athletic and leadership opportunities for students with and without intellectual disabilities.
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